MACSAS SURVEY 2010

INFORMATION SHEET

MACSAS (Minister and Clergy Sexual Abuse Survivors) is an organisation run by and for people who have been sexually abused or exploited by a minister or clergy person either as a child or as an adult within Christian Churches in the UK.

MACSAS is seeking to establish the prevalence of sexual abuse by ministers, clergy and religious within Christian Churches in the UK and the effectiveness of current policies and procedures used within Churches to prevent sexual abuse and exploitation, deal with allegations raised and provide redress for victims. MACSAS is particularly concerned to find out whether victims have been able to report incidents of clergy or minister sexual abuse or exploitation to church authorities and whether they have been offered support, compensation or other forms of restorative justice within their church communities.

The Church of England carried out a past cases review of all reports of child abuse by clergy in all Dioceses in England & Wales in 2008 – 2009 and a report of its findings is due to go before the House of Bishops in February 2010. Four Roman Catholic dioceses within England and Wales have also carried out past case reviews as of January 2010. The full findings of these reviews are not to be made public for fear of adverse reaction. There has been no recognition by Church authority, to date of the prevalence and harm caused by the clergy sexual exploitation and abuse of adults.
MACSAS intends to publish the findings of the 2010 survey, highlighting how allegations of Clergy and Minister sexual abuse/exploitation have been handled by church authorities and the support and redress offered to victims. 

The MACSAS Survey 2010 will be conducted throughout 2010 and findings will be published in 2011. 
CONFIDENTIALITY

MACSAS will ensure the confidentiality of those who complete this survey. Only MACSAS committee members will be able to view the completed forms and all are survivors of clergy and minister sexual abuse. If you wish tell us the name of the alleged abuser MACSAS can build up a picture of multiple allegations against the minister.  
If you would like to receive further details and information from MACSAS or become a member of MACSAS please send your contact details with the completed form or contact us in any of the following ways:
MACSAS CONTACT details:  PO Box 46933, London E8 1XA
www.macsas.org.uk  

Email: macsas1@hotmail.com Helpline: 08088 01 03 40 (Tues 1 – 5pm; Weds 6 -9pm)
MACSAS SURVEY 2010
To complete the Survey please download this form and either print off or save to your computer. When you have completed the form please return to:

MACSAS, PO Box 46933, London E8 1XA
Or email your completed form to macsas1@hotmail.com clearly stating MACSAS SURVEY 2010 in the subject box

PART A: To be completed by anyone who has ever been the victim of sexual abuse or exploitation by one or more of the following:

(i) A priest, vicar or church minister 

(ii) Any other person with a ministerial role within a church community
1. At the time the alleged abuse started were you a child (under the age of 18) or an adult (over the age of 18)? ______________________________________
2. What is your gender? male _______ female _______

3. When did the alleged abuse take place? (Please specify the year/s) ___________
4. Who was your alleged abuser?

(i) Priest/vicar/minister _____________

(ii) Other (please state)__________________

(You may wish to give the name of the alleged abuser – see Information Sheet)
5. Please provide the following information about you alleged abuser

(i) Gender (male or female)____________________
(ii) Church denomination  _____________________
(iii) Diocese/circuit/geographical area ___________________
6. How did you meet the alleged abuser?

(i) I was a member of the church congregation  _____________

(ii) I was a member of a children or young person’s group

(iii) I was a choir member/altar server ________________

(iv) I was a co-worker ____________

(v) I went to him/her for pastoral/spiritual support ____________
(vi) Other (please specify) ________________________________
7. How long did the alleged abuse last?

(i) One-off incident _________

(ii) Up to a month ___________

(iii) Up to one year __________

(iv) Between 1 and 2 years _______

(v) Between 2 and 5 years _______

(vi) More than 5 years (please state how long) ___________

8. Did you report the alleged abuse to anyone within your church?
(i) Never reported _____________ 
(ii) A minister/member of the clergy  _______

(iii) Another church worker________

(iv) A church leader, such as a Bishop (please specify) ___________

(v) Other (please specify) ____________________

9. When did you report the alleged abuse?

(i) Whilst the abuse was still going on? ______________

(ii) Within a year of the abuse ending? _______________

(iii) Between 1 and 2 years of the abuse ending? ____________

(iv) Between 2 and 5 years of the abuse ending? ____________

(v) More than 5 years after the abuse ended? (please specify) __________

(Please complete Part B to give further details)
10. Did you report the alleged abuse to any other agency?
(i) The police _________________

(ii) Social services _________________

(iii) Other (please specify) ___________________

If so please give further details including:
(i) When you reported the alleged abuse (year)  _________

(ii) Details of the outcome _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
PART B: Allegations of Sexual Abuse/Exploitation reported to Church Authorities

11. When did you report the alleged abuse to church authorities? (please specify the year) __________________
12. To whom did you report the alleged abuse?

(i) A member of the clergy/minister __________

(ii) A church worker (specify) ___________

(iii) A Bishop or other church leader (specify) ____________

(iv) Other (specify) ______________

13. Please give details of the response of the church to your complaint. Please include whether you got any response at all; whether an investigation was initiated; whether you were interviewed; what happened to the alleged abuser, and the outcome of your complaint. Please also include any other details that you think are relevant:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Please give as much detail as you can and include any reference to policies or procedures followed. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

14. Were you offered any support and/or compensation by the church authorities or church community? If so please give details 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please do tell us anything else you would like us to consider within this survey 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY

Findings of the MACSAS Survey 2010 will be published in early 2011
