Information Sheet

I am undertaking a research project looking at the experiences of parents who are survivors of childhood sexual abuse.  I aim to explore the common themes that arise and establish how the experiences of men and women differ.  I will seek to find out whether their experiences influence how they parent their own children and if so, to what extent.

The Research Ethics Committee at Goldsmiths, University of London, approves this research project. It is being undertaken as part of a dissertation topic that I am completing to develop and enhance my learning as a student social worker.  The aim is to use my findings as a tool to inform my practice as a professional working to improve the outcomes of families and individuals in need of support.

This information sheet is being given to parents who are survivors of childhood sexual abuse who are interested in taking part in the project.  I will seek to address some of the questions that you may have to provide a clearer understanding of what the research project involves.   Your participation in this project is entirely voluntary and you can choose not to participate at any stage of the process.

Q1.  Who are you?

My name is Saundra Rhoden and I am a second year masters student in social work at Goldsmiths, University of London. 

Q2.   Why have you asked me?

You have been asked because you are a parent who has been in contact with this agency and you have expressed an interest in taking part in the research project.

Q3.   How old will I need to be to take part?

You will need to be a parent aged 18 or above

Q4.   What is involved?

I will interview you on an individual, face-to-face basis and listen to your views and experiences in a non-judgemental manner

Q5.  How long will it take?

You will need to allow for at least an hour. The exact length of time will depend on how little or how much you wish to discuss.

Q6.   What sort of questions will I be asked?

I will ask you open-ended questions to allow you an opportunity to talk freely about your views and experiences.

Q7.  How will you record what is discussed?

For the purposes of accuracy, I will record the interview on a digital recorder.  The recording will be stored in a confidential location.  The interview will then be transcribed and all identifying information will be removed.  Once I have completed transcription, I will delete the recording.

I can provide a copy of the transcript, should you wish to have one, upon request.

Q8.   How will you ensure my confidentiality?

All identifying information will be removed from the transcript and you will be asked whether you would like to choose your own pseudonym or whether you wish me to select one for you.   

Q9.   Where will the interviews be held?

The Interviews can take place either at the agency or in a pre-arranged room at Goldsmiths: whichever is more convenient.  Once we have established contact we can confirm a mutually agreed place, time and date to meet.

Q10.  If I agree to take part, can I change my mind later?

You are under no obligation to take part.  If you change your mind about participating, you can choose to withdraw at any stage.  

Q11.  What will happen to the information that I tell you?

I aim to use the information as an evidence base for my dissertation.  I may select direct quotes that give poignancy to what is discussed.  I will also write about any themes that emerge from the discussion.

Q12.  Can I see what you have written?

The dissertation is due to be completed by September 2010.  I can arrange to send you a copy for your perusal upon completion.

