Joint Statement from the National Association for People Abused in Childhood (NAPAC) and the Survivors Trust.
For almost two years the Survivors Trust, an umbrella group for over 140 abuse support agencies and NAPAC, along with a number of other interested parties have been in discussion with the Catholic Safeguarding Advisory Service and the National Catholic Safeguarding Commission.  

The aim of these discussions was about building trust, changing attitudes and developing understanding that will help to bring about healing and justice for survivors of abuse.  Discussions have included providing training and developing the Towards Healing Protocol.

In the light of the decision by the Diocese of Portsmouth to appeal the High Court Judgment in the case JGE v The Trustees of the Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, we deeply regret that there is no other option but to suspend these discussions.   
 
These meetings have been to support recommendation 52 of the Cumberlege Commission Report:
 
Recommendation 52
Those with pastoral responsibility should be ready to listen to those who have suffered abuse, and to learn from them because they have much to teach the Church. Bishops, Congregational Leaders, priests and religious must take a lead in ensuring that the Church is a safe place for vulnerable people and in showing pastoral concern for all who have suffered abuse. This duty is particularly pressing when the abuse has taken place within the family of the Church. (ST) 
 
Safeguarding with Confidence
Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe in the Catholic Church
Chapter 5 Fairness to victims and survivors (para 5.3)
 

At the recent Catholic Bishop’s Conference, in Leeds , strong concern was expressed by all present that a commitment be made to adhere to this recommendation. Conspicuous in its absence was the Diocese of Portsmouth,** who nevertheless would surely have been advised of this strong concern.  Despite this, and even knowing that a decision to appeal the judgment regarding the JGE case would effectively derail the talks between survivors groups and NCSC and CSA, the Diocese of Portsmouth went ahead and lodged the appeal. 

Our priority in this whole distressing affair is the victim who is at the heart of this case and who we know has been left deeply hurt and unsupported by an institution that should have protected her.

Peter Saunders, Chief executive of NAPAC said “ this is a deeply distressing affair and our heart goes out to the victim in this case who once again is having justice denied her. For almost two years we have discussed how the Church can help heal the immense wounds inflicted by abuse but now these actions by the Diocese of Portsmouth completely undermine those discussions” 

Peter Saunders is available for comment on 020 3176 0558. Mobile 07977 975402
 

Fay Maxted, Chief Executive of The Survivors Trust said “It is bitterly disappointing that the Trustees of Diocese of Portsmouth have placed greater emphasis on appealing the High Court decision rather than supporting a morally and ethically responsible response to victims/survivors.” 

Fay Maxted can be contacted for comment on 077 131 47829.
 

Note to Editors

 

**We note that the Bishop of Portsmouth was unwell at this time; but we would have expected the Diocese to send a representative, given the seriousness of the discussions and the relevance of their current legal actions.

 

ENDS.
